Wamboin Whisper, October 2026
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coMmuNITY | £
The Whisper
Ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours
Bungendore Police: 6118 1240 Ambulance Bookings: 131233
Wamboin Community Assn https:\\wamboincommunity.org.au
Bywong Community www.bywongcommunity.org.au

Fire Brigade Captain-Wamboin-Palerang-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts

Bywong Community Justin Jarvis - President 0404 460 568 president@bywongcommunity.org.au
Bywong Hall Bookings Bookings Officer Irrhallbywong@gmail.com

Church - Anglican Gai Donald - Warden 0438 400 364 peterandandrew2012@gmail.com
Community Nurse Heather Morrison - Bungendore 6238 1333

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade Matt Jackson - Captain 0409 991 340  wamboincaptain@gmail.com
Geary’s Gap Pony Club Cameron Smith 0419 449 747

Golf Ken Gordon 0455 839 840 ken.gordon1962@gmail.com
Injured Wildlife Wildcare — Helpline 6299 1966

Justice of the Peace Andrew Stainlay — JP 0408 469 880 stains@bigpond.net.au

Justice of the Peace Leanne (Lee) Ward — JP 0411 207 317 leannefward@gmail.com

Bee Swarm Support Adrian Meijer 0427 101 550 adrian.meijer@gmail.com

Landcare Kathy Handel - Treasurer 0447 289 638 khandel@bigpond.net.au

NSW SES (assist — storm/flood) NSW Call Centre 132 500

NSW SES Bungend. non-urgent) After Hours Duty Officer 6238 0222

Sutton School Playgroup playgroup.sutton@gmail.com / Sutton Playgroup Facebook page.

Table Tennis Mike Muston 0406 606 238 Mike muston@gmail.com
Wamboin Community Assoc. Jenny Richards - President 0490 020 165 president@wamboincommunity.asn.au
Wamboin-Bung. Book Group Sally Saunders 0419303 229 sally.saunders1@bigpond.com
Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason 6238 3258 wamboinhall@gmail.com

Wamboin Markets Meriel Schultz 6238 3309 Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
Wamboin Play Group Kayla May — Co-ordinator wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com
Gearys Gap Pony Club Kate O’Connor, President 0413 008 824 gearysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com
Wamboin Pony Club Contact Person wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com
Wamboin Thurs Social Grp Narelle Pumphrey 0438917 206 pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au
Greenways Mgmt Committee Kathy Handel 0447 289 638  khandel@bigpond.net.au
Wonderful Women of Wamboin Merle Ketley Wonderfulwomenofwamboin@gmail.com
Wamboin Crown Reserve Friends of WCR 0407 760 083 friendswer@gmail.com

The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established in 1981 by and owned by the
Wamboin Community Association. The Whisper is printed at Elect Printing in Fyshwick at the start of each month,
excluding January. It is distributed to every letterbox in Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan-Palerang Council
residents just southeast of the Federal Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer deliverers by the first Sunday of the
month and is also then available at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in The
Whisper after printing costs go to the Wamboin Community Association.

Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged, valued and the main content
of the newsletter. The current editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082. Paul
Downey of Cooper Road also shares the editing.  Please email contributions to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail
them or drop them off. On contentious matters the Wamboin Community Association will strive to maintain a
balanced view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking alternative views to be published in the same
edition.

The deadline for each issue is the last Sunday night of the month before. There is, by tradition, no January
Whisper, mainly to give all its volunteer workers a rest. The deadline for the November 2026 issue is 7 pm Sunday
night, October 25, 2026. Advertising prices, per issue, based on rough fraction of the inside the margins A4 area:
1/8 $26 1/6 32 %4 $40 1/3 $54 % $80 2/3 $108 Full Page $160.email or phone the editor as above.

Young Entrepreneurs: Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343  Kale Blundell, Fernloff Road, babysitting,
0493 556 689
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GET A TRUSTED LOCAL TO HELP WITH YOUR
TREES

4Hurleg Bird ,

“s Tree Services '

A '

With over 20 years combined experience & a team of Certified
Arborists, we are the trusted locals to help you with all your
tree needs! Weather it is getting ready for the fire season,
removing damaged or assisting with emergency jobs, we are
the ones to call.

Our services include, but not
limited too:

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
e Tree Pruning & Shaping

Weight Reduction/Select
Thinning

e Emergency Tree Services

e EVO Energy Accredidated (ACT)

Contact us on the below details:
Darren Hurley; 0431 546 702
Administrations: Kayla 0436 406 988
admin@hurleybirdtrees.com.au

www.hurleybirdtrees.com.au
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Wamboin Community Association
President’sNotes

Tl

Wamboin

Wamboin Community Carols Night

It’s coming fast - the annual Wamboin Community Carols Night! Put on by the Wamboin Community Association this is a
wonderful way to celebrate the end of the year with a community get together. This is a nondenominational event and the
emphasis is on the community enjoying themselves particularly the younger residents. However it is not for free. Admission to
the event is a gift under the Christmas tree for the Salvation Army people to take to someone less fortunate. Any gift is
acceptable and remember teenagers and the elderly need gifts too. The Salvation Army will be there to collect gifts and they
are always touched by the generosity of the people in Wamboin.

The night features carol singing ably supported by local music group Poetry in Motion; the telling of the Christmas story (in
its rather unique style); a performance by Sutton School Choir; a BBQ (gold coin donation which also goes to the Salvo’s); fresh
fruit trays; drinks; (once again gold coin donation) and of course the arrival of Santa to distribute gift bags to the children. The
date for this extravaganza is 4th December 2026 at 7:00 pm sharp at the Community Hall in Bingley Way. So please come
along and enjoy yourselves.

Organizing the Xmas Play is always a special event for me. The children love to take part and dress up and they always bring
their own interpretation to a very old story. Its often funny, always exciting and definitely worth it. If you would like your child to
take part in the play please ring me Jenny Richards on 0490020165; we can always use little angels, little sheep and little
shepherds. Some costumes are supplied but if you can supply one for your child that would be great. Hope to see many of you
there. - Jenny Richards

WCA Vice President’s Report

Jenny is away this month, so I am writing on her behalf. With spring invigorating all around us, I would like to give a vote of
appreciation to the volunteers who have been working to make Wamboin such a great place to live. Starting early with the bonfire
and fireworks which attracted a record crowd who contributed a record gate taking allowing us to cover the costs and donate to the
RFS. A thankyou to the firies who worked so hard to ensure parking order and safety around the fire. And a thank you to the local

groups who fed the hordes and sold out in time for the
volunteers to actually see the fireworks. The Raffle also
brought in a record amount and we would like to thank the
generous local donors of prizes: the trailer of wood from the
RFS: Aranya Acres Restaurant; Sapling Yard Winery;
Inland Trading; Bungendore Butchers; Mitre Ten
Bungendore Rural. And thank you to the hardy volunteers
who have worked to tidy up the native gardens around the hall
and to spread the mulch provided by our very local tree service
Hurley Bird. A new group has been established “Friends of
Wamboin Hall” to coordinate the efforts. The Greenways of
Bywong/Wamboin group of volunteers has been repairing
some of our badly eroded trails and watching in horror as the
twice repaired crossing off Weeroona Drive collapsed yet
again. Thank you for persevering!

Community events have been welcomed along with the
sunny days. The markets have resumed and crafts, food and
produce enjoyed by many. The Wamboin Crown Reserve
Spring Wildflower walk was oversubscribed so is being
repeated. Due to the efforts of many, we have been successful
in obtaining funding to support our Thursday social drop in
group, and also to build a multifunction court close to the hall,
opening up new opportunities for fun and recreation. So thank
you all!

The next event to put on your calendar is the annual
Wamboin Community Christmas Carols to be held at the Hall
on Friday December 4.

WAMBOIN COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Friday, December 4th 2026 @ 7:00pm
At Wamboin Community Hall, Bingley Way

Everyone is invited to come along and:

Join in the singing of Christmas Carols (both traditional and
modern), ably led by our local musicians

Experience the Christmas Story,
as presented by the local children of Wamboin and surrounding area

Give generously to the Giving Tree (gifts and non-perishable
food, preferably unwrapped or in a Christmas bag) for
distribution by the Salvos

Say Hi to Santa when he arrives on his special transport,
a Fire Truck with a small gift for the little ones

T

P I“Fj

%ﬂ}@&joy the traditional sausage sizzle or fruit platter (There will be a donation
’ﬁkﬁ %8  box with all proceeds to be given to the Salvos)

Soothe your tired vocal chords with a cold drink
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Bringing Bywong Together

S FIREWOOD
Welcome to the Bywong banter for October 2026. It’s the beginning of the
fire season so make sure you check out the RFS resources and make sure you are as
prepared as you can be... ﬁﬁ a‘_{
Last week we had the Annual General meeting, I was re elected as the President E]B
with Mike Wilkins treasurer, Tony Cotton Secretary along with Liz Van Oyen, Greg Budget friendly Dgﬁg},{g’f‘ Cut to size

Gougeon and Carol Boughton as Committee
Members ( extraordinary members of course). If
you are interested there are still opportunities for
more people to come and join in. The
Committee and I are very grateful for your
support.

On the weekend before we had the
Spring Equinox drinks and were educated
thoroughly with a Snake awareness talk from f ::g(?:jr :jje?vgy 0432 275 575
Wayne the "Snake boss" from Wild Care. This
was fantastic and everybody learnt something

s
! IH 4 list and some of us got new snake bandages for use in a first aid Situation.

Professiona alri'y ‘ Over the next few months we are planning to have a little bit of a survey to see

Specialising in Precision, . . what people are interested in, and what you would like from your committee and what

you want from your Bywong Community Association. We would be really grateful for
any feedback,(Good / Bad or indifferent) and we would love to hear about the things you
might want from us over the next year and into the future.

‘ ' Please let us know what you think this will help us make things better for you
Donna - 043 2O and us and everybody else around us. Keep an eye out for the survey. Thanks again,

7/10 Gibraltar St, Bungendore § Justin Jarvis

SHERONY PARK

PRACTICAL AND SAFE HORSE MANAGEMENT

Cutting & Colouring

By appointme

Coming Events at Sherony Park

Facilities available for hire Michael Godding Classical Mark Langley Horsemanship
at reasonable prices. Training & Working 10-11 October 2026

Covered Arena with lights, Equitation Bookings:

stadium seating & Sundays, Mondays weekly info@marklangley com au

Kitchenette Bookings: 0410 611 577

Classroom with Kitchenette michaelgoddingclassicalhorse Michael Godding Classical

Stables, day vards, round tr.com Horsemanship Clinic

yard 17-18 October 2026

Short term horse stay Giorgia Rose Bookings: _
Bookings: 0422 244 433 « Position & balance lessons — Michaelgoddingclassicalhorsetr.com

on the lunge Dr Shelley Appleton Clini

Watch this space for more * One-on-one horse riding r shelley Appleton Clinic
working equitation clinic lessons 24 October 2026

dates. + Equine Assisted Learning Bookings: i
wildroseequestrian@outlook. admin@calmwillingconfidenthorses.c

com om.au

www.sheronypark.com.au
M: 0422 244 433 Sutton NSW  E: sheronypark@bigpond.com
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___Positively Impacting People's lives one task at a time

SUPPORTING CANBERRA AND SURROUNDING REGION
QUEANBEYAN | JERRABOMBERRA | GOOGONG | BUNGENDORE | TARAGO | BRAIDWOOD| GOULBURN

| am the owner | operator of a small independent service provider company (LET ME HELP GROUP). | am a
qualified (Certificate IV in Disability) support worker with over 8 years practical experience supporting people
living with disabilities, and other health issues.

| am passionate about providing high quality person centred
care to individuals who are experiencing mobility,

neurodevelopment, neurodivergent, and other health
challenges.

LET ME HELP GROUP is NDIS focused, and adheres ‘
to the NDIS code of conduct. Our experienced "
support workers have:

o completed the NDIS e-learning training, and
on the job training;

o valid NDIS Worker Screening Checks;

« valid first aid certification;

o valid drivers licence and private use vehicle
insurance; and

o current workers compensation | public liability
and professional indemnity insurance

’0\ In-Home Supports

T

Q& Experie

Fa
\') Personalised Care .

Ay
’

Yy  Empowering People Contact Us

Q 0409 836 789
Transportation

Domestic Assistance www.letmehelpgroup.com.au

@ letmehelpgroup@gmail.com
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FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS
A
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The Wamboin Firefighter

Ol

- d

E

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

Callouts, and what we have been up to

The brigade has been busy with callouts —1 x MVA, 1 x Ambulance assist, 2 x pile burns,1 x bushfire & 1 x grass fire.
Fire danger period has started! (From October 1 until March 31)

What do you need to know if you want to burn in the open?

Think ahead! Allow at least 7 days for an approval to be processed once you have applied.

1.

Fire permits are now required. You MUST apply to the RFS via their online portal. You will be given an application
number only. The following is a link, or just Google search “Fire permits NSW”

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP  If you don’t have a computer or smart device, you can contact the

Queanbeyan Fire Control Centre on 61280600 (Business hours only)

2.
3.
4,

5.

Your application is only that. IT IS NOT A PERMIT TO LIGHT A FIRE

Once your online application is completed, it is sent to the brigade, then assigned to a Fire permit officer.

You will be contacted to arrange an on-site inspection by a permit officer. The permit officer will then assess your
application, and you will be contacted online as to whether your permit is approved or denied.

If your permit is approved, you will get a fire permit approval number. You will now have to notify via the RFS “Notify
your planned burn” online. This is a simple quick process and as you now have an approved fire permit and number, this
process will be completed easily.

All your neighbours that join your property, or opposite side of the road must be notified personally, or a letterbox drop
(which most people do) at least 24 hours prior to the fire being lit.

Lastly, you always must check for total fire bans and weather conditions (especially wind speeds) for the time the fire is
burning and ensure that it is completely extinguished by the time the permit period expires. The fire control centre can
cancel fire permits at any time if the weather conditions are deemed too dangerous to light a fire.

Preparation

Our Get Ready Weekend event on the 19" September was a success, with many families attending to get their fire plans and
discuss preparation for the fire danger period. From now until March 31, 2027, you should be continuing to improve your
preparation that could save your home. Five simple jobs that could help save your home if faced by a bushfire.

1.

Trim overhanging trees and shrubs that grow close to your home, sheds and other buildings. Remove them.

2.  Mow the grass frequently and don’t leave piles of cut gras behind, in piles.

3. Remove anything that can burn against, under or beside your home. Door mats, outdoor furniture, mulch, firewood,
leaves, paint and fuel all can ignite. Firewood stacks should be relocated until you need it.

4. Clear your gutters and roof valleys of leaves and twigs. Embers landing on a roof can easily ignite these materials. Also,
solar panels and skylight can be places where leaves can sit.

5. Ensure you have easily accessible water, hoses in good condition, free of leaks and length to reach around your home.
Remember that power is often lost when bushfires occur, and even when the fire is many kilometres away from your
home. If you have a portable pump, make sure you know what fuel it runs on, check it starts, how to stop it, and it runs
well. Ensure have working hoses, (pressure and suction) and know how to prime it before starting. Learn how to use it.
Show your family members as well and make them start it and understand how to direct the water out of the nozzles.

Till next time, stay safe! - Don Evans (Deputy Captain)
Membership enquiries wamboin-rfs-membership@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade https://wamboin.rfsa.org.au
NSW Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
Wamboin Facebook page Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade

Queanbeyan Fire Control 6128 0600 (business hours only)


https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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breeze

LANDSCAPING « TRACTOR ¢ RURAL SERVICES

EXPERIENCED. RELIABLE. LOCAL.

Providing quality landscaping, earthmoving
and rural services with the right equipment for any job.

v/ Sand, Soil, Gravel, v/ Earthworks, Trenching, v/ Slasher

Mulch and more Site Preparation and more v/ Rotary Hoe
v/ Tray carrier
v/ Ripper
OUR SERVICES WHY CHOOSE SKYBREEZE?
@ Landscape Construction & Design (v Experienced & Reliable
@ Retaining Walls & Garden Beds & Modern Eaioa! F R E E
@ Lawn Installation & Turf
@ Driveways & Site Preparation ° Attention to Detail QU OTE
@ Rural & Property Maintenance (v] Competitive Rates
@ Tipper & Tractor @ Friendly Local Service NO OBLIGATION i
2Exsgon A JUST GOOD ADVICE ‘
@ Rock, Soil, Mulch & More Q Projects Big and Small
Rob “We believe in attention
Get In TOUCh 0438 420 071 to detail and this
Ready to transform your outdoor Jodi reflects in our work.

space?

0412 885 656 Good advice, value for 3

Contact us today for a free quote. 2
Email money — we aim to

We're here to help with

it Hig ol el info@skybreeze.net.au meet and exceed.”
I A -

FOLLOW US Website
www.skybreeze.net.au

f Facebook ABN 82 736 144 863
9 SERVICING @ FULLY INSURED

@] UG8 U




continues to warm up, why not
pack a hat and sunscreen, and
come an join us?.

*  When: Every Tuesday

during NSW school terms,
10:00 am — 12:00 pm

. Where: Wamboin Community Hall, 112 Bingley Way, Wamboin

. What to bring: A piece of fruit for the kids' shared platter. — Maryanne

Ackland

BUNDARA PARK

STOCKFEEDS

STOCKFEEDS
PET FOOD

ALL KINDS OF HAY

f @bundaraparkstockfeed

30 Wycombe Street, Qbn
0439950302
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Wamboin Playgroup

Spring has finally arrived in Wamboin, and the warmer weather is bringing
a wonderful new energy to our playgroup sessions! With the sun shining and
hopefully the winter chill behind us, the children are loving the chance to
expand their play, explore outdoors, and enjoy the beautiful community space
together. Thanks to the Wamboin Community grounds we are lucky to have a
facility that allows children to play safely both outdoors and indoors.

We have a wide variety of activities ranging from toy cars for toddlers to
race around in, or the sand pit to dig in. Then there’s the cubby, the swings or
the slippery dip and climbing equipment for the more adventurous.

Whether you are a mum, dad, grandmother, grandfather, or carer, our doors
are always open to you. Playgroup is just as much about the adults as it is about
the kids—it’s a safe, relaxed space to enjoy a coffee, chat with neighbours, and
share the joys (and challenges!) of raising young children.

While our numbers continue to grow we still would love to see new and
familiar faces—from every generation—sharing in the fun. So, as the weather

Domestic Water — sourced directly from
Canberra’s treated supply

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000L)
ICON WATER inspected and approved

Servicing your local area for over 30 years!

0428 626 838

PO Box 7236 KARABAR NSW 2620

CRAIG TIERNEY SERVICES

06

Water
Delivery

Water Tanx Domestic/

Slashing/
Cleaning Commercial Rotary hoe
Cleaning

www.Ctservices.com.au
info@ctservices.com.au
6236 3606 | 0409 141 960
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Author Catherine Bird

Nutritional support for a horse who suffers laminitis is vital.
For the horse that is prone to laminitis, clivers is a useful daily
supplement to improve the integrity of the hoof as it is one of
the most nutritional herbs available and especially high in Silica.

With the older horse whose circulation may be sluggish,
hawthorn berry is a further support and full of bioflavonoids that
improve the elasticity of the supportive connective tissue that
can become strained when the feet are sore while improving the
health of the blood vessels that supply the feet.

For the horse that has low grade inflammation in his feet,
turmeric powder will help lower the levels of discomfort. Often
when there is systemic inflammation, there may also be arthritis
in joints or irritated tendons and ligaments, with these horses
adding ginger powder to the mix will increase the efficacy of the
turmeric in a similar way black pepper is sometimes used.

For pain relief, where there is ongoing pain yarrow combines well
with turmeric as a general management and recovery approach.
Devils claw powder can be very effective with acute stages,
however if the horse is already on Bute, do not combine these
two as you could increase the toxic effects of the drug or irritate
the horse’s gut. For the horse with a sensitive gut, white willow
bark is a gentler option and hawthorn berry will increase the
potency of this herb if needed.

02 6238 1135 Carol
07 5596 4387 Ruth

Key herbs for laminitis pporr

COUNTRY PARK

Once a horse is through the acute stage, using liver herbs to
address the two phases of detoxification will help cleanse the

effect of the stress on the body. Dandelion root or St Mary's
thistle powder will address phase one, while turmeric powder
will address phase two so that any residual drug therapy is not
recycled back into the body and the recovery period can then
follow on with clivers, restoring integrity to the hoof.

For the horse where stress has been a trigger to the laminitic
episode, chamomile flowers will support the nervous and hepatic
systems, and help the muscles that have become tense while the
feet have been sore.

Choose your herbs carefully when dealing with laminitis, keeping
the selection simple also helps not to overload the horse further
with too many herbs. Combining a nutritional herb with an anti-
inflammatory herb and liver support herb is often enough to start
restoring health, and a maintenance program can follow on with
nutritional and circulatory support once the hoof is sound again.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for educational purpose only.
Some herbs are unsuitable with certain conditions, pregnancy, medications, and
competition. As this article does not replace medical treatment, seek advice from
your veterinary practitioner before using herbs. Consult your governing sporting
body when using herbal products to ensure you do not contravene regulations.
Copyright: Catherine Bird has been an equine natural therapist for 35 years working
closely with Country Park Herbs for over 23 years offering advice to their clients.

'

Order online 24/7
countrypark.com.au

HERBS

Ad-Design Sandy Morphett
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Celebrating the Volunteers Who Bring Our Communities to Life
Message from Kristy McBain, our local federal MP

September marked the end of another sitting fortnight in Parliament, and as we head into the school holidays, I want to
take a moment to recognise some of the extraordinary people who make Eden-Monaro such a wonderful place to live.

The Southern Inland Volunteer of the Year Awards were recently held in Goulburn, highlighting just how much
volunteers contribute to our communities.

From the Snowy Mountains to Queanbeyan, Cooma to Goulburn, volunteers are at the heart of community life. Whether
they're running sporting clubs, supporting agricultural shows, serving in emergency services, caring for community spaces or
helping neighbours in need, volunteers make so much of what we value in our region possible.

One of the best parts of my job is meeting volunteers right across Eden-Monaro. Their stories are always inspiring and
remind me that the strength of regional communities comes from people who are willing to give their time to help others.
Congratulations to Jacki Waugh from Goulburn, who was named both the 2026 Southern Inland Volunteer of the Year and Adult
Volunteer of the Year for her tireless community work, including with the Goulburn Show Society.

Congratulations also to Steven Pow from Jerrabomberra, recognised as Senior Volunteer of the Year for more than 50
years of service with the NSW Rural Fire Service and his work helping communities recover after the Black Summer bushfires
through BlazeAid.

Andrew Heaney was named Emergency Volunteer of the Year, recognising more than three decades of service with the
Rural Fire Service, while the We Love Goulburn Gardening Group was named Volunteer Team of the Year for helping maintain
Goulburn's parks and public spaces for more than 20 years.

These volunteers represent the very best of our region, but they are also a reflection of the thousands of people across
Eden-Monaro who quietly give their time to make life better for others. I look forward to the South Coast Volunteer Awards in
October.

To every volunteer across Eden-Monaro, thank you. Your generosity, commitment and community spirit strengthen our
region in countless ways.

For those fortunate enough to enjoy a break these school holidays, I hope you have the opportunity to explore beautiful
Eden-Monaro. Travel safely, support local businesses, and enjoy everything our region has to offer.

If I can assist you or your organisation, please contact my office on 6284 2442 or email Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.au.

PickleBall in Bungendore

The Bungendore Park Tennis Club now has 3 Pickleball Courts laid out and portable nets to suit. If you would like to try this
exciting game then we are holding a come-along-and-try-it session on Sunday 18th October. There will be paddles and balls
provided and current players to give you some hints and tips. The session will be free for first timers and run from 9am - noon.
You don't need to register, just turn up on the day wearing suitable footwear and a hat. Children under 14 must be accompanied by
an adult. The club currently runs 3 open social sessions, Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 9 - 11am which cater for players
who have some experience of the game. Cost is $6 per session, free for club members. For more information email Lyn at
bpte.pickleball@gmail.com

WAMBOIN WEATHER - rainfall and temperature records
(51 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber

September Rainfall Stats Average September rainfall....... 62.2mm
September rainfall to the 27" ...... 10.0mm 2025 September rainfall.............. 66.0mm
2026 total rainfall to 27/9 .......... 480.75mm 2025 total rainfall to 27/9.......... 469.0mm

50yr Av. to end of September... 498.2mm
October Rainfall Stats

2025 October rainfall................... 30.75mm Average October rainfall........... 60.5mm
Wettest October. 197.5mm in 1976 & 2022 Average no. rain days in October...... 9.1
Wettest October day.... 59mm on 17/10/76 Highest no. rain days............ 21in 1976
Driest October.................. 4.5mm in 2006 Lowest no. rain days.............. 2 in 2006

October Temperature Stats 2025 Oct. minimum................... -0.4°C

2025 Oct. maximum.................. 31.9°C Oct. 2025. Av. max 21.4°C & min 7.1°C

Hottest October day.... 32.4°C on 31/10/19
Coldest October day.... 6°C on 11/10/12
(snowed)
Average day (max.) temperature.... 18.8°C
Warmest October ...... 2017
Av. day temp. 22.8°C & night 8.0°C
(high. 23.7°C in 2019)(high. 9.4°C in 1977)

Av. Oct. temp... 13.1°C (day+night comb.)
Hottest October night.... 17°C 29/10/77
Coldest October night..... -2°C (2 times)

on 18/10/13, 14/10/14

Average night (min.) temperature.... 7.3°C

Coldest October ....... 2012
Av. day temp. 16.9°C & night 3.2°C
(lowest... 15.8°C in 2009)

September 2026 is on track to being the 2" driest September on record.
The average daytime maximum temperature in September was 19.6°C, which is 4.9°C above the 50-year average,
whilst the average nighttime minimum was 1°C above the 50-year average. September 2026 is the 2" warmest
September after 2023.


mailto:bptc.pickleball@gmail.com
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we Sell Dreavws

WANTED URGENTLY - Properties for Sale
Thinking of Selling?

Need some FREE helpful advice Then please call us any day any time.
to prepare your property for sale? We work 7 days a week and can come at
anytime that suits your schedule.

4 FORSALE | FORSALE

TN
w‘. §

645 Norton Road 525 Grove Road 45 Middle Street
WAMBOIN BYWONG SUTTON

We have been selling properties in the area for many years now & our clients are very happy

with the prices we have achieved. We also do free pre-sale inspections & can suggest ideas &

options to improve the marketing of your property. We will do all we can to obtain the absolute

best result for you in the timeline that suits you. So please don’t be talked into selling for less as

it is not fair to yourselves or your family & it affects all the future valuations for the area.

Ask for a FREE APPRAISAL with us so you know the market value before selling

So please, contact us to call out & do a GENUINE FREE APPRAISAL of your property m
<«

We often sell properties before they are advertised, as we have a huge client réiﬂi
data base with many clients after properties of a certain type and price range " FOR |
waiting for the right one. Which might be yours! | SALE |

So please call us, I have a great team that work with me, for you.
' FREE Professional PHOTO & DRONE PACKAGE

when you book a Free, No Obligation Appraisal of your property
Phone: JAN LADMORE 0407 890 527

E-mail: sales@allrealestatensw.com.au

Follow us on
Facebook
7 Days
Website: www.allrealestatensw.com.au
Shop 5/33 Ellendon Street, Bungendore

Licee No: 20059367 Free No Hassle and No Obligation Appraisals
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Wamboin Social Group
The Thursday Social Group will celebrate its 10% birthday this month. To mark this occasion the Group will have a special
morning tea on Thursday 22 October 2026 at the Wamboin Hall. The group would like to extend an invitation to previous
members of the group and anyone who is thinking about joining the group, to come along. A cake will be cut at 11.00am and we
would love to see you celebrate the occasion with us.
e A brief history of the establishment of the group.

e An application for funding was developed in 2015 and granted by Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council in 2016. The
grant was used to purchase table tennis tables, scrabble, table games, puzzles and cards

e A small group of people were instrumental in getting the group started in 2016. The aim of setting up the group was to
provide a meeting place for men and women in the community to get together during the day.

e  The Thursday group was very fortunate to have a group of people who were committed and enthusiastic to see such a
social group commence. At various times the group had up to 24 participants with ages ranging from young mothers with
babies through to 92 years.

e  The Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council Mobile Library commenced visiting Wamboin during this time, the visit
coincided with the Thursday morning group and continues to operate each second Thursday of the month. Over the years
the Library has also provided information sessions in conjunction with the Thursday social group on topics such as the
use of ips and smart phones.

¢ Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council has also assisted the Thursday social group with funding to cover venue hire,
thus ensuring that the Thursday social group continues to operate.

e Over the years the group has developed and now offers a variety of games including scrabble, rummykub, Mexican
trains, sequence, mahjong and triominoes. Table tennis is now played at 6.00pm on a Thursday night.

o At this time, the group continues to have up to 20 people attend each week with ages ranging from 63 — 90 years.

The Social group is a wonderful opportunity for anyone to come along, have a chat, a cup of coffee/tea and a game of
something if you would like. Members of the group are very supportive of others and if we can help with transport, or other
things, we will try our best to accommodate these needs. If you haven’t been to the Wamboin Hall previously, parking is easy, a
flat walk to the entrance and no steps. If you are not busy on a Thursday morning between 10 — 12 noon, then come along and
see what you think. If you want to have a chat about the group, please give me a call on 0438 917206 or email
pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au - Narelle Pumphrey, Convenor

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council Mobile Library Service
This wonderful service visits Wamboin Hall every second Thursday. The mobile library contains a wide selection of materials for

all age groups. You are able to reserve items from Bungendore, Braidwood and Queanbeyan libraries and collect these from the
mobile library when it visits. Printing and photocopying. - Narelle Pumphrey

// “ \\\
SPECCIVILPTY LTD
MR SWEEP CHIMNEY AND FLUE CLEANING
WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES: Was your IaSt jOb up to Spec?
f Chimney Cleaning and Inspection and Safety Checks ‘ Specialised Pipelaying, Excavations, Concreting & Rural Earthworks
& Repairs and Maintenance
& Firebox repairs 30 Years Experience Wamboin Based
& Fire door reseals
& Pyro Glass replacements For Hire: Excavators 5 Ton — 30 Ton, Bobcat, Front End Loader.
& Wood heater fan servicing and/or replacement
” R d) P Machines with full range of attachments Inc. Heavy Duty Slasher
& Chimney top caps
f Chimney dampers Driveways. House and shed cuts. Dams. Horse Arena’s.
& Flue extensions
& Chimney Flashing Slashing. Selective Land Clearance. Pipework. Concreting.
& Possum and bird proofing
Call today for a free quote.
CONTACT Us:
Mob: 0411 111 707 Dan Ruszczynski Mob: 0402 252 633
Email: sweep@iinet.net.au
. . Or Rustin Emery Mob: 0424 070 580
| For more information about our services and prices |
‘,\\ please go to our website: /" Email: Spec-civil@bigpond.com
L https://www.mrsweep.com.au A
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Second annual Spring Wildflower Walk(s)

-- Friends of Wamboin Crown Reserve

We were delighted by the response to our latest walk.
Tickets to the walk sold out on the day they opened to the
public. As a result, as well as a full house, we had 10 people on
the waitlist.

Thanks to the kind folks at St Andrew’s Church, we
were given permission to park our cars at the church before
car-pooling to Jo Walker’s place. Jo then showed us around
her block, pointing out all sorts of plants, both native to
Wamboin and some she’d collected from all over Australia. It
was like stepping into Wamboin’s very own botanical gardens!

At the top of Jo’s block, her new neighbour, Jeff
Knowles, took the baton and showed us around his property,
sharing his plans to protect its natural and historical treasures.
We also got to see, up close, the old Gundaroo Copper Mine
site, which is on Jeff’s property

& TN AR . Time flies when you’re having fun and we didn’t
quite make it to the summit of Poppet Hill as we had hoped. With so many people on the waitlist, we decided to hold a second
walk. By the time the Whisper hits your mailboxes, the second walk will also have been done and dusted. And maybe we’ll have
made it to the top of Poppet the second time around! — Peter Komidar

Can You Ad Something to The November Whisper?
Thank you you to each of you who delivered this October issue. Without you it would not exist. Thank you also to each
of you who contributed and article and to each of you who paid for an ad in it. Your money paid the printer.
Deadline for the November issue is 7 pm on the last Sunday night of October. Guidelines for content are:
-written by a Bywong or Wamboin resident and signed to show you are real.
-about or at least related to living out here
-not printed elsewhere
-can be an article, an invitation, a poem, a photo or a short story
-respects the many lifestyles and views among us
-if it could increase your income, run it, but pay for it as an ad
-Ned Noel, editor, whisper@wamboincommunity.org.au or 0409 997 082

E ;IJ'I' LINE

NINA’S
PET SITTING

Local, reliable in-home pet care!

{
Heading away? Keep your pets happy at home with | {
daily drop-in visits so your animals stay comfortable

in their own environment.
(No house sitting)

HIRE

Caring for: Dogs, cats, small pets and livestock (no

horses)
Servicing: WAMBOIN « BYWONG « BUNGENDORE

4 bton Excavator - Bobcat - Tipper

n www.ninaspetsitting.com.au . S E RV I C E S

WAMBOIN HORSE SERVICES & AGISTMENT -

Contact: Paul 0423 954 917 All Hours
www.paudebaire.id.au

oEstablished, Boutique, Secure, double gated location -
8 mins Bungendore in Wamboin
eFriendly, helpful team caring for your horse, Comp
Paudebaire Equine Servicgs Prep. Retur to Riding lessons
eElectric fences, Pasture - groomed paddocks, Vet
stables, Post and Rail yards, Float park, Wash point and Crush
e Share a paddock with another friendly horse — hay or hard feed options — NO DIY
® Use our dressage arena, jump paddock, exercise tracks, ride out on the Greenways

- Footings

ANDREW
BINGLEY

0417 223 296

"Our team excels.”| | - Bulk &/or detoiled - Concrete preparafion
excavations - Landscaping
- House sites - Trenching
- Shed pads - Driveways

- Animal burial

office@cutlinecivil.com

www.cutlinecivil.com
€3 @cutlinecivil
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BeeKeeping

The beekeeping season started again in September and I finished my first hive inspections a few weeks ago. The two
hives that I manage here in Wamboin have not survived the winter this time. What happened? I am not sure yet. The frames in
both hives have plenty of ripe, capped honey in there so I can exclude starvation. I also noticed quite a bit of unripe honey still in
cells. I know there wassome in there when I did my last inspection in autumn but that was never a problem. Unripe honey will be
capped later or consumed. This time the unripe honey that was still there had some tiny air bubbles in there. I suspect it has
fermented for some reason and alcohol is a poison.

Despite treatment with an organic miticide (Apiguard, active ingredient Thymol) the Varroa mite count was still high
(20+ per 300 bees) when I "closed" the hives for winter. The mites need capped brood for their own lifecycle and the lack of that
and lower temperatures should suppress their numbers. Looks like that was not good enough. I have read an article from DPI
which mentioned mites already being resistant to miticides. However that is mostly to poisons from the synthetic pyrethroids and
formamidines group. Apiguard is different but works in a specific temperature range. Maybe in my case I had a few days where it

was too cold or too hot. My advice: read the label carefully and stick to the
instructions. In my case Apiguard was not very effective.

I didn't find a massive amount of dead bees on the bottom board
which means they must have died somewhere else and or abandoned the
hive at some stage. The Varroa infestation must have had some impact on
my colonies disappearing/dying this winter. Just one stress factor too
many.

Considering it is already challenging to keep bees thriving by us
(hobbyist) apiarists, the feral colonies have even less chance to survive. |
would not be surprised if you see no or a lot fewer bees in your garden
than before. The bees won't disappear forever but it will take years for
natural selection to make them resilient to this introduced
pest.

No beekeeper producing and offering honey for
human consumption can claim a chemical free apiary and therefore
organic honey anymore. Yes there are two organic miticides. Formic acid
and Apiguard. However both have unwanted side effects like honey taint
and inability to harvest honey comb. Beekeeping with Varroa is still
possible. That has been done all over the world for decades. The mites
have only just arrived in Australia and we have to adjust our beekeeping
practices. I encourage everyone who has a beehive or is going to have one
to educate themselves on how to keep bees with Varroa infestation. The
times that you could plonk a (flow) hive in the garden without any
beekeeping skills and or interrest in it are over. If you just let them bee you
will create mite bombs that make it worse for the beekeepers who are
trying to control the infestations.

Everybody out there who has colonies that survived winter, well
done. You are a better beekeeper than me.
I am without bees for the first time in 18
years!

S
PRIMBOSE

From now up to mid summer is
the time for colonies to swarm. Although
considering the above, I don’t think there
will be many. Every beekeeper should
take measurements throughout spring
(and in fact even before winter) to avoid
or at least discourage their natural
swarming tendency. If you find a swarm
of bees on your property contact a
beekeeper to try to catch the swarm.
Don't wait too long. If they choose to
settle in your walls or chimney you have
a problem. The ACT regional
beekeepers association has a list with
names and phone numbers of
swarm collectors on their website.

I am happy to help when I can if
you find a bee swarm and take them
away, and also happy to help if you are a
new(ish) beekeeper. - Adrian Meijer,
Weeroona Drive, 0427 101550

The

MANGQ

FUNDRAISER

Fresh North Queensland Mangoes from the farm to you!

Support the Bungenddrg‘a‘;;n{t

“ ' Group Mango Fundraiser

Premium fresh, juicy Kensington Pride mangoes picked and
packed during the prime harvest season.
Cost per Tray is: $30.00.

Scan the OR code to place your online
order:

Orders must be completed by CO.B
Tuesday 27th October 2026.

F@z?’.' 1
Orders can also be placed through our website: @ gz:g}'
Istbungendore group_scoutsnsw.com.au/shop
Man will arrive in Bungendore in early December and must be
collected fmr_ﬁ'!r(e Bungendore Scout Hall. You will be contacted when
delivery day is known.
For further information contact Penny on 0401 819 277.

Money raised will be used to assist Venturer Scouts going to
World Scout Jamboree in Poland in 2027.

Expert Electrical & Off-Grid Solutions
Across Regional NSW & ACT

Family-owned and a fully licensed, Primrose Electrical provides trusted advice and
dependable electrical and water solutions for homes, farms and worksites.

77 Robust Energy Solutions

Quality solar systems, battery storage and
complete off-grid energy solutions.

Electrical Upgrades, Built to Last

Switchboard upgrades, rapid fault-finding,
emergency repairs and complete electrical fit-outs
for sheds, farms and workshops
and appliances done right

lighting, power

Secure your Water Supply

Reliable solar and mains-powered bore pump
installation, servicing and repairs.

For 24/7 emergency repairs or project enquiries, call Jake on 0408 417 747 or visit primroseelectrical.com.au today.
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market Saturday 17 October 2026 9-12md
Contact: Meriel Schult; 042 261 4304 Email: Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
This was our first market of the season. Quite a few stallholders were away but it was good to catch up with all those
who could attend. We enjoyed the usual good fare, good company and the music from Poetry in Motion. The RFS provided

expert advice on preparationS for the upcoming bushfire season.

Merle demonstrated spinning techniques to some interested visitors. For anyone keen to start learning how to spin I have

a spinning wheel for sale! Let me know.......

This coming month we hope to hold a small art exhibition together with the market. (See advertisement just below.) This
means we are on the Queanbeyan Palerang Arts Trail. Please let m know if you would like to exhibit art work - including

photography.

New residents - and those who don’t usually attend our market. Please consider visiting us to support your local market.
And to check out the wide range of produce and craft on offer. You don’t know what you are missing out on! And we are always
looking for new stall holders, including children and teenagers wanting to sell their craft, cooking or garden produce!
See you at the October market!

Art and Photography Exhibition - At the Wamboin Markets - By Meriel Sxhultz
We will hold an exhibition of local art and photography at the market on 17 October. This is part of the QPRC Arts Trail. See

flyer below.All ages are welcome to display their talent.

Kids - you may like to draw, paint, photograph - or
perhaps make up a collage - that shows ‘Growing up in
Wamboin’?

Adults - pick your theme and medium!
How many can I display? Max of three items per person.
Does it cost? No this is a community event

How will they be displayed? We will display items

around the walls and on dividers provided to us by
Bendigo Bank. If you would like to sell your work it
would be good if you could be there on the day. If that’s
not possible we can put your name and phone contact on
the items and interested parties can follow up with you
directly.

Delivery and Pick up: All items for display must be
delivered to the Wamboin Community Hall by 3pm Friday
16th. All items must be removed from the hall at the end of
the market (ie 12-1pm Saturday 17th)

Wamboin Studio
picture framing
e gallery
custom framing of your artwork
photographs and needlework

quality work - reasonable rates
obligation free quotes

also a selection of prints, cards,
paintings and gifts for sale
by appointment
phone Lyn on 0494 071 140

ART AND
PHOTOGRAPHY

EXHIBITION

AU lrcanls - Gt ouct your peinthrusher aned your cameras!

Showcase ancd sed your arc work: as pare gy the QPRC A Frail

AT THE WAMBOIN MARKET 17 OCTOBER 2026
WANT MORE INFORMATION?

CONTACT  MERIEL SCHULTZ 0422614304

ABN 91085836317

APL Electrical Services

ANDREW LEMON

NSW Lic: 120626C

Punctual and dependable reputation for:

R -2
G X R
new homes sheds renovations

L}

electrical power to
maintenance water bores

Contact Andrew on 0428 466 525

Proudly servicing the local area for over 18 years
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What the Heck Chapter 50

Welcome to the half century chapter of “What the Heck’.

When I wrote chapter one it was just to be a one off, letting readers know what was the Wamboin/Sutton group known as
the SRMD. I guess if you are reading this you probably now know what the letters mean, even if you did not way back then.

Just to confuse you, we have recently taken to calling ourselves Sutton Road Anglicans, or SRA, because we were being
asked what branch of Christianity we followed. We know it is only one letter less than SRMD, but even one less letter is a start to
simplification, even if it has taken us 14 years. One cannot rush these things. By the time we get down to one letter, the then
members will have forgotten what we started as. Maybe that question could be incorporated into a trivia quiz night.

Speaking of which,
how many of you attended our
Trivia and Curry night at our St
Peters hall last month? If you
did not then you missed a great
evening of fun, food and
friendship.

Judging by the noise
created at times, one would
think that there were about one
thousand people in the hall,
though the actual figure was a
little less than that; actually
less than one hundred. I am
being a little vague because I
have forgotten the final
number, which probably was close to the age of the oldest attendee, and there were definitely some octogenarians there. At the
other end of the spectrum was a little one that had not yet even celebrated a birthday. This babe will be a trivia champ in the
future.

So by not attending you missed out on a mind-blowing choice of curries all of which were far superior to any available at
expensive (or otherwise) restaurants. Then after filling up on those we were tempted by an assortment of waist-bursting desserts.

Many people — not knowing which to
BUNGENDORE BRIDGE CLUB

choose - opted for some of each.
Luckily they had Sunday to recover :
Friendly people. Great game. All welcome.

because Monday’s work clothes

probably would not have fitted BUNGENDORE SCHOOL OF ARTS
Interspersed amongst all this 73 57 Gibraltar Street, Bungendore NSW

eating there were the trivia questions. s (o2

The younger generation, led by | Enquiries: 0408 409 989

Joanna, had prepared a video ! ; President@bungendore bridge-club.org

presentation of the questions which U4 ; ' bungendore bridge-ciub.org

made it easier for hearing impaired
oldies like me to hear/see the
question; except for the music
questions which to me were just noise.
However even this visual aid, did not
help me to answer the questions.
When my group did ask me to answer

something from fifty odd years ago, I - ) . ,
was full of confidence, but still got it COME AND PLAY!

FRIENDLY & WELCOMING

" Enjoy good company and a relaxed atmosphere.

g{&r;gl;lg;less I'was not meant to be 2 Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player, you'll find a warm welcome at Bungendore Bridge
Do . Club.

So if we decide to hold
another Curry and Trivia Night, why REGULAR PLAY SESSIONS
don’t you get together a table of

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS -7.00pm | SATURDAY - 10.00 am

experts and come along. You may end
up going home with one or more of SOCIAL BRIDGE ONLY - MONDAYS 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm
the magniﬂcent Hamper prizes llke t Andrew’s Church, 9 Poppet Road, Wamboin - NO PARTNER REQUIRED

other people did last month. I can
assure you won’t have any
competition from me.

- Alan Rope
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How the Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month

Without the month by month donation of time by these 50+ residents listed below, it would be impossible for Wamboin,

Bywong and other residents in the newsletter’s catchment area to have The Whisper. Please respect the residents listed below, as

they do what they do in order to make this place a little bit friendlier and more sociable. Note also that without the businesses that

pay to advertise in the Whisper we could not pay for printed copies. Finally, each article, invitation and notice you read in each
Whisper is only there because you or someone else in Bywong or Wamboin took the time to create it. — Ned Noel, volunteer

editor.

174 CO-ORDINATED BY CHRISTINE REIBER: ph 400 976 596

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Christine Rieber

Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still

Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd 32 Alan Rope

184: CO-ORDINATED BY KATHY HANDEL: ph 0447 289 638 khandel@bigpond.net.au

Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Maryanne Mengelkamp
Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner

Kathy Handel Norton(Weero2Hilltop+wWrrndra) 21 Phil Leeson&C Fogarty
Alison Evans East Wirreanda 9

129: CO-ORDINATED BY RICHARD KREGE: r_krege@iimetro.com.au

Deb Gordon 871 — 1023 Norton 45 Lesley Page

Jules Clancey 1115 — 1240 Norton Rd 35 Dominica Lorimer
105------------ CO-ORDINATED BY BRYAN CLARK: bryantclark@bigponmd.com

Bryan Clark Clare Ln 13 Colleen Foster

Lyle Montesin The Forest Rd area incl Joe Rcks 67

211: CO-ORDINATED BY GARETH JONES Ph: 6238 1988 givrjones@bigpond.com

Sophie Davis Weeroona (254 — 400) 18 Rachel Palmer

James Houlcroft Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFlt) 7 Maria Taylor

Chelsea Moore Rovere Ln 8 Justin Jarvis Smith
Megan Wallace Harriott Rd 28 Barbera.Wilkins
Georgina Goonan Newington Rd 28 Darrin Lincoln

Merle Ketley Snowgum Road 25 Carol&Clive Boughton
172: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au

Simon Lewis Federal HwSvcRd 24 Louise Baldwin

Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 53 Fire Brigade

Chris & Kate M Sutton Park Estate 57 Russell Ball

150: CO-ORDINATED BY Chris Fowler ph 0438 591 098 chrisftl @pcug.org.au

Chris Fowler Millynn Rd 21 David Featherston
Cheryl Le Mesurier Brooks Rd 25 David & Connie Jansen

Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp
261 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 0409-997-082 email nednoel@optusnet.com.au

Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 17 JonesFmly-+JulieJohnsn
Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 52 Mary & Paulo Beneforti
Janey & Paul Pedersen BirchmansFrmDenleyUp2SaraRf 16 Helen Longdon
Volunteer hoped for Summerhill & MacRf 1140-1187) 20 Diana Griffin
Volunteer hoped for B’dore Rd (MacsRfto 1150) 20 Nina Kolleth

Diana Boswell
TOTAL 1,386

Donnelly Rd 29 & Grove Rd 8 36  Advertisers & Misc

STONEWORK
-Retaining walls

Ph. 0412221924

We supply and build stone:
-Feature walls
-Entrance gates -House cladding

www.homesteadstonework.com

Cooper Rd
Canning Cl
Sutton Rd

Merino Vale Dr
Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors)
Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley)

Valley View Ln
1241 to North End of Norton Rd

BdoreRd BtwnJoRocks&NortnRd

Weeroona (417-512)

Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane

Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott
MacsReef 670,622,618,568,566
MacsReef 538,565,587,623,625,649
Macs Reef (BankersTo FedHwy)

Wattle Flat Rd
Headquarters on Bingley Way
Macs Reef — Denley Dr to B’doreRd

B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd
Wyoming Road
Doust Road

Denley 191 to 414

Dnly Dr frm MacsReef to Birchmans
SarahReef&BrichmansFrnSarah2End
Majors Close

Kestrel Place

Out of area advertiser mailouts

27
15
47

19

32
27

44
25
19
19
14
34
11
26
31
20
20
26
12
12
19

23
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Servicing Canberra &

5 E Rural Surrounds

BULLET BIN 0409 201 197

sales@bulletbins.com

» Skip Bin Hire
+ Domestic & Commercial
» General Waste

- B4 ELECTRICAL

d 2?:;,9.9“,,,“,.,, Local, Reliable, Professional

* 12t West-Trans Loader B4 Electrical is a proudly locally owned compa-
ny servicing Canberra and surrounding regions.
With extensive experience in both urban and
rural settings, we deliver high-quality electrical
solutions tailored to your needs

Horse Riding lwstmcto\r E'd

£ % Local instructor available for: New Homes Sheds Maintenance Renovations

’ . 3 - M 3
7 A beginnersand * more experienced niders. v Fully licensed and insured
v Fast, friendly, and efficient service

I can come to your property or

have a sand arena available. For a free quote, contact Joe today
Improve your * dressage °* jumping or . 0476 766 151
* just increase your confidence. D4] Joe@b4electrlca|.com.au

Leanneon 6238 3435 or 0419-631-65

ek

Heavy Rigid Tip Truck, 5.5t Excavator, Bobcat and
1.7t Excavator wet hire

Available on weekdays or weekends )
1

Locally owned and operated business offering all forms of excavation

Animal burials
Concrete preps for driveways and paths
Landscape preps
House/Shed/Garage site cuts with laser leveling
Trenching/absorption trenches
Rubbish/fill removal
Fallen tree removal
Horse Arena’s and Stable/wash bays
Rural road and driveway maintenance
no job to small

Rock Hammer, Auger, Pallet forks, Trench and Ripper attachments available
Experienced, professional, reliable service at competitive rates.
Contact Ken on 0438 600 393 or Kennyzdirtworx@gmail.com
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Lizards Rounded Not Grounded

As I write this missive, it’s spring and our local fauna and flora is getting
active after our (relatively) weak and mild winter. Already, those cold-blooded
(ectotherm) animals are being sighted as they wake from their Brumation (fun fact
is that cold blooded animals brumate in a state of torpor and do not strictly
hibernate).

Whilst I have no issues with our native snakes’ right to belong and flourish in our
area, it’s the lizards I really like to have around Wamboin. This has got me
thinking to a roadside sign I once saw while I drove in the Northen Territory a
large number of years ago. Its purpose was to promote fire safety using a witty
slogan of their iconic frilly-necked lizard: “We like our lizards frilled NOT grilled”

Those that know me, also know how much I like using double entendre words in a joke. Therefore, by slightly plagiarising

: that witty official sign from the NT, I have come up with a slogan we might consider around

Wamboin: “We like our lizards rounded NOT grounded.” This is not a fire prevention message,
but something to promote diver awareness of the need to look out for all the fauna on our country
roads (snakes included). Our cold-blooded natives will seek out a nice warm road to help them
regulate their core body temperature, particularly in Spring when temperatures can still be cool.
We should all want them to remain nice and round, not ground into the road. Please take care as
you use our roads.
Bruce Legge
(Wamboin Resident)

Victorian Inquiry Warning for Tarago

Victoria’s recent waste-to-energy inquiry has delivered a clear warning for Tarago. Its
findings reinforce concerns already raised before the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry: cumulative
impacts matter, productive agricultural land must be protected, a proponent’s past environmental performance matters, and
genuine community acceptance cannot be manufactured.
Tarago already carries the burden of Sydney’s waste, former mining impacts and numerous other developments. Veolia’s
compliance history at Woodlawn only deepens community concerns. The message is clear: Tarago is the wrong place for another
toxic waste facility. It is time governments listened and stopped Veolia’s incinerator proposal. www.notaragoincinerator.com

PeeGarters
We/ve # for Your #2<

Servicing of AWTS Septics by our
qualified service technicians

+ Septic tanks pumped « Portable foilets For Hire
« Grease traps empfied « AWTS Systems pumped
+ Family ov!nerd and operated + Caring for our environment

Office Number: 0427 500 113 * Rodger: 0447 003 594 + Trudie: 0416 124 196
Email: poocarters@gmail.com « Web: poocarters.com.au R
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Wamboin Community Center Multifunction Court
The Wamboin Community Association (WCA) in conjunction with the Wamboin Hall Management Committee has been
working for a number of years to have a multifunction court built at the Wamboin Community Center (WCC). It is hoped to
commence work on the court in early 2027. The proposed location of the court has been marked out by four star pickets in the car
park to the north of the existing play ground.

The Court Intent: The court will be based on a half basketball
court that could cater for multiple sports including basketball (3x3),
pickle ball, netball and cricket practice. The initial build will be for
basketball and pickle ball but additions can be made in the future
depending on community input.

How will it be managed? The court will be a
Queanbeyan/Palerang Regional Council asset and will be managed as
part of the WCC. It is expected that local basketball and pickle ball
groups will form around the multifunction court and that these groups
will become part of the WCA. Day-to-day use of the court will devolve
to these groups so we are seeking interest from community members
who may wish to lead or be part of these groups.

How can you be involved? We seek community members who
want to help with the planning and implementation of the court and/or
the set up of court user groups including a basketball, pickle ball or half tennis group.

Feedback: Point of contact is feedback@wamboincommunity.asn.au - by Tim Barter

e PLUMBING

* All Types of Plumbing
* No Job Too Small J
* 24 Hours - 7 Days ‘ = =
+ Pensioner Discount HM] 9 61 3 387 02 6238 2142

PO Box 129 Bungendore NSW 2621 ACTEW Approved ABN 85 133 228

www.domesticwaterdirect.com.au

Yoga in Sutton

It feels so good!

Tuesdays 10 - 11:30 am
St. Peter's Church Hall, Sutton

Email:sales@innovativemetalworx.com.au 1/43 Aurora Ave Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Beginners Welcome

Website: innovativemetalworx.com.au PH 0428 381 932
Facebook - Innovative Metalworx PH 02 6232 9207 Maureen - 0402 900 033

ABN - 85 168 525 513
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Supporting Our Local Wildlife: The Difference You Can Make Today

The results are in - last financial year, Wildcare cared for over 4,000 native animals across our region. From injured and
orphaned kangaroos and possums to tangled, concussed birds and sick reptiles, our local wildlife faces constant challenges.
Behind every successful rescue and release is a dedicated team of volunteers working around the clock. Our helpline operators
provide a calm, reassuring voice during stressful wildlife emergencies, receiving on average one call every 16 minutes during the
day. Our skilled rescuers respond compassionately and swiftly, while our experienced rehabilitators devote endless hours to
ensuring animals receive the highest standard of care so they are prepared to safely return to the wild.
Many people assume wildlife rescue receives state or local government funding, but Wildcare is entirely volunteer-run by
people like your neighbours, colleagues, local teachers, nurses, tradies and retirees. Covering a massive area of 22,000 square
kilometres across SE-NSW, our volunteers drive hundreds of kilometres every week at their own personal expense to ensure no
animal that needs out help is left without the care they deserve.
In addition to transport costs, the financial burden of medical care rests on our organisation. 1
Wildcare pays for vet bills, specialised medications, milk and foods, and essential rehabilitation (02) 6299 1966
equipment. These can all add up very quickly and we rely solely on donations from generous
community members, as well as our own rescuers and carers. \
If you love our native animals but don't have the time to commit as a rescuer or carer, there is @WildcareQBN !
another vital way you can protect our region's wildlife - by donating. '
As a registered charity, every donation made to Wildcare goes directly toward our core mission to rescue,
raise, rehabilitate, and release sick, injured, and orphaned native animals. Like Ellie, the Brushtail Possum
(pictured), who was found clinging to her mum after her mum had been hit by a car and left in the middle of the
road.

Whether you choose to make a
one-off contribution or set up a
recurring monthly donation,
every dollar helps keep our volunteers equipped
and native animals fed and treated. Best of all, all
donations to Wildcare are tax-deductible. We love
making a genuine, tangible difference for every
single animal that we have the opportunity to help,
but we cannot do it alone. Our native wildlife
needs your support — please consider donating to
Wildcare today. Head to wildcare.com.au/donate
. . for details, or scan the QR code. — Krystal
* Ammunition » Sales Hemsworth for Wildcare

» Accessories » Service
BINGLEY

 Training  Storage
N el X
p CONTRACTORS

‘ SINCE 1994 —————
y X Water

Mon-Fri - 10am-6pm De“vel"g

Sat - 10am-2pm PH: 0418 201 784

wildcare.com.au

Sun - CLOSED or 0419 483 103 [AH: 6230 3385)
Prompt reliable service of domestic water
3/45 Heffernan St, Mitchell ACT at competitive rates.

icon

NN

Ph: (02) 6242 8809

WATER

INSPECTED &
1761 SUTTON RD, SUTTON APPROVED
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The Wonderful
Women Of
Wamboin
Celebrate 20

Years
The Wonderful Women of
Wamboin (WWOW) are
still alive and kicking. In
fact we recently celebrated
our 20" anniversary.
COVID had a strong
impact on our numbers, but even though some had moved into town or taken on other commitments, our core of members has
continued to get together on Mondays. We invited quite a number to our party e.g. previous WWOWs and BOWWOWs (the
boyfriends of WWOW) as well as our local Councillor Ross MacDonald who was able to pop in for a chat.
It was so good to catch up with everyone, enjoy an absolute gastronomic feast and view many of the craft WWOW members
created over the years. We also walked down memory lane as we watched the 500 or so photos scroll on the big screen. There was
many a comment as we watched the photos e.g ‘oh yes I remember that” or “WOW didn’t we have a lot of fun’. The Wamboin
Hall is a great venue with great facilities, so we were able to accommodate all who came along.We all enjoyed our celebration and
continue to meet on Mondays from 10am to 12noon.To find out more information about WWOW call Jane on 0479 169 874 or
wonderfulwomenofwamboin@gmail.com -Gail Ritchie Knight Photo caption: WWOW celebrating 20 years

Kowen Kapers — Cohen Homestead

We now return to our starting point on the River Road above the ford across Glen Burn Creek near its confluence with
the Molonglo River. Directions to this point are set out in the March 2026 edition of the Whisper, which can be accessed through
the Wamboin Community Association web page. From here, we follow River Road south for 500 metres and take the second road
on the right. Follow the road for 75 metres and you come to the remains of Cohen homestead.

No doubt, you will have heard of the recently bypassed Coppin’s Crossing at Stromlo. But did you know that John
Coppin, after whom the crossing is named, also lived in Kowen? John Coppin was born on 1 June 1840 in the village of Sutton
Valence in Kent, UK. At 17, he emigrated to Australia, paying £1 for an assisted passage on the Washington Irving. He arrived in
Sydney on 27 September 1857 and found work as a servant in the Deloitte family home. His wife-to-be, Catherine Sheedy,
originally from Ballina, Ireland, was a lady's maid in the household. John was sacked in 1859 after being found drunk in the cellar
with the Deloittes’ son, Quentin. Catherine resigned in sympathy, saying that Quentin instigated the situation. They married days
later at the Roman Catholic Church of St Augustine, Balmain, Sydney, on 7 January 1859.

The couple moved first to the Majors Creek goldfields, by the time they arrived, however, very few of the remaining
prospectors made a decent living working the reef. John Cunningham, a friend of the Sheedy family back in Ireland, helped John
get a job at Ginninderra station. Not having a horse and notwithstanding that Catherine was heavily pregnant, John and Catherine
walked the whole way from Majors Creek; a trip that took four days to complete. Their first child, John Jnr, was born in a tent at
Emu Bank, Belconnen.

In 1860, John began working as a shepherd at Goat Gully Station, on the right bank of the Molonglo River in present-day
Stromlo. Working his way up from farmhand to landowner, in 1878, John purchased 200 acres on the southern bank of the
Molonglo, upon which he built a house. The house was situated near present-day Coppin’s Crossing, so named because he was the
nearest landowner. John and Catherine raised seven children in that time.

In April 1890, John, now in his 50s, selected a 1,280-acre property in Kowen. John called his property Cohen, a variant
spelling of Kowen. This must have caused some confusion as there already was the Mclnnes’ Kowen station to north of Cohen;
both names being phonetically identical. In their 1990 assessment of Kowen’s heritage values, Bulbeck and Boot note that the
homestead was of ‘imposing size’ for the times, comprising a main building, a separate kitchen, a smaller structure, possibly a
dwelling, a toilet and a well. Being of wooden construction, little remains of
the Cohen homestead today other than a standing stone fireplace from the
main building and the remains of a second fireplace that was situated in the
kitchen. The ruins, part of the Glenburn Heritage Precinct, are preserved
behind a fence.

In the late 1890s, both John and Catherine suffered from bouts of
ill health. Catherine died at Cohen in 1901. Shortly after, John’s condition
rapidly deteriorated to such an extent that he could no longer work the farm.
John moved to live with his daughter’s family at Naas where he died in
1903. In a macabre turn of events, in 1977, forestry workers unearthed an
unmarked grave containing the remains of a one-month-old foundling of
unknown parentage who, according to newspapers of the time, died of
exposure. The baby was buried on the site after being given permission to
do so by the investigating officer. This incident occurred in 1885, long
before the arrival of the Coppins. - Peter Komidar, Wamboin.
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Wamboin’s ‘Majura Heights’ Lookout

and Recreation Reserve
David McDonald david [at] dnmcdonald.id.au

Have you visited the lookout in Wamboin’s Majura
Heights Recreation Reserve? Noela and I went there on a warm
spring afternoon. We found no shelter shed, gas barbecue or
fire-pit facilities for cooking a few snags, no water tank, and no
playground equipment.

This made us wonder what lay behind the NSW
Planning Portal Spatial Viewer’s mapping. It shows the site,
shaded green, as a recreation reserve. The land in question is 32
Cooper Road, Wamboin: Lot 30, DP 244439, comprising 4
hectares (10 acres) and zoned RE1 Public Recreation. Its

entrance—a walking track—lies between 30 and 38 Cooper Road.
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Kowen Forest,
ACT

Nowadays it is a bush block but, back in the late 1960s, that was not the plan.
On Saturday 3 May 1969, the Canberra Times published, on its front page, an article titled ‘“Gracious living” plan near
ACT approved’ that foreshadowed the development of the Wamboin we know today. Its author, Douglas Cole, wrote (my

emphasis):

Cooper
Road

The NSW State Planning Authority has approved a $1.2 million subdivision of ‘gracious living’ five-acre lots on the ACT
border. The authority is believed to have over-ruled strong objections to the proposal from the National Capital

Development Commission. The commission has no rights beyond the Canberra city limits. The sub-division is on the

Queanbeyan—Sutton road and provides for 31 blocks of about five acres and two of about 30 acres. ... The Trend
subdivision was taken to the planning authority in an appeal early this year after the Yarrowlumla Shire Council had
rejected the proposal under the requirements of an interim development order. ... Under the terms of the proposal the
company will be required to provide sealed roads, connect electricity and carry out landscaping. About 10 acres of the
subdivision will be reserved as a lookout to which the public will have access. Each block will carry a 320,000 building

covenant. The company expects to market them for about $5,000 each.

The expression ‘The Trend subdivision’ reflects the fact that the first proponent of what became Wamboin was the then
prominent Canberra construction firm David Trend Pty Limited. It was one of a group of companies with overlapping
directorships and complex, interrelated finances. One of the companies was Majura Heights Pty Limited, and the new subdivision
was proposed to be called ‘Majura Heights’, presumably because it overlooks the ACT District of Majura. Pines and eucalypts

now obscure the views from the reserve.

The land shown on the map as zoned RE1 Public Recreation is an elongated east—west parcel, measuring approximately
550 metres from east to west and 215 metres from north to south. From Cooper Road, the track leads up a slope through the
reserve to the ACT border. This is Greenway #11, approximately 20 metres (one chain) wide, as are most of the Greenways.
Along the way, visitors pass the besser block, concrete, and steel footings of the original Wamboin Volunteer Bushfire Brigade’s

fire shed, where the Wamboin Community Association held its early meetings.

This route is popular with equestrians as well as walkers: on the right, after you reach the border gate, there is a cavaletti

crossing through the border fence.

In March 1912, Surveyor Percy Sheaffe and his party surveyed this part of the border, following the 1909 handover of
land from NSW to the Commonwealth to create the Federal Capital Territory. On the border fence at the southern corner of the
reserve is one of Sheaffe’s border markers: a robust wooden post about 25 cm high, pointed at the top. Yes, it has been there for

114 years!

The first advertisement published in the Canberra Times for the blocks in what became known as Wamboin appeared in

December 1972. The developer, Norton Tower Pty Limited, which had acquired the land from the Trend companies, called it
‘Canberra Country Estate’. The advertised land lay along Norton Road from Sutton Road to Fernloff Road, including Cooper
Road. The block reserved for public recreation abutting the ACT border has remained part of the subdivision plan from those

early days to the present.
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